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CHAIRΩS REPORT 

Following the release from lockdown restrictions and in only its second full year of 

operation this newsletter describes a very active fieldwork season delivered by our small 

team led by Dr Isabel Moore.  In the face of continuing declines in our salmon and sea trout 

populations much of our activity continues to be focussed on gathering local data from our 

rivers and estuaries to address two main questions: what is productivity of the river habitats 

of these fish and how can these be improved and what areas of the estuarine and coastal 

habitats do they occupy whilst at sea? Increasingly in discussion with policy makers, not 

least in the area of aquaculture planning, these are key issues which need to be addressed.  

Delivering independent Environmental Monitoring, particularly of sea lice infestations in 

wild fish populations adjacent to fish farms, remains a major part of this work. Throughout 

Western Scotland Aquaculture Companies are obliged to support such work. Realistically 

and in the absence of substantial central government funding it is difficult to see how such 

large scale, real ς time monitoring of affected rivers might be achieved. The data gathered 

from this work is shared with industry, planning authorities and through Fishery 

Management Scotland to policy makers. 

In the postςCovid landscape seeking funding for our monitoring and research activities is 

challenging and the Trust is very grateful to the supporters and volunteers who have helped 

us in 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An early start for an electrofishing session on the river Sligachan 
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FIELDWORK 

Once again, SLRT has had a very busy fieldwork season despite the temperamental weather! Much 

of the work involved electrofishing surveys, and monitoring using fyke and seine netting methods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I. ELECTROFISHING 
Populations of juvenile salmon and trout can be monitored using electrofishing surveys. A total of 36 

sites across 10 different river catchments were sampled during August and early September 2022. 

The monitoring of these populations is crucial in providing a view on the health of juvenile salmonid 

populations within our local area. 

 

Hayley Wolcott and Charlotte Small taking notes during an 
electrofishing session 
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Similar to the 2021 season, it was noted that there was a substantial population of European eel 

(Anguilla anguilla), a critically endangered and protected species. Individuals from a variety of life 

Healthy salmon parr sampled during an electrofishing session 

Salmon and trout fry and parr, can you tell the difference between the two species? 
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stages were found across our sampling area; from glass eels that would have entered the river 

systems recently, to silver eels that would be mature and ready to begin their migration back to the 

Sargasso Sea. Along with freshwater pearl mussels (Margaritifera margaritifera), European eels are a 

species of the highest conservation value. SLRT hopes to undertake further survey work in the future 

in order to protect these species.  

 

 

 

 

As well as trout, salmon and eel, one of the most commonly observed species whilst electrofishing 

certain catchments was the common minnow (Phoxinus phoxinus). The minnow is a small, non-

native, shoaling fish that can be found across several catchments across Skye. 

 

 

A collection of large elver eels 

A large silver eel, the silver colour indicates that it is ready to migrate back to the 
marine environment 
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II.  SMOLT RUN  
In April and May SLRT monitored the annual migration of young salmonids as they leave their natal 

river and head for the marine environment.  The main river that was monitored was the Snizort, 

where fyke nets were deployed in order to catch the smolts on their journey downstream towards 

the sea. SLRT worked closely with the Ghillie who manages the Snizort catchment, in order to 

maximise our efforts at monitoring this event.  

Whilst electrofishing analyses important juvenile populations, monitoring the smolt run provides 

further indication of the survival rate of fish within the freshwater environment, and gives a more 

accurate view of the population that leaves the river.  

 

 

 

 

Isabel Moore and Charlotte Small using the 
electrofishing unit during a survey 


